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Unloading Shipping Containers 
 

Caution should be taken when unloading shipping containers, never get under the 
headers without stands in place, make sure forklift is in a good working condition 

and is capable of lifting machines. 
 

2 people should unload shipping containers, 1 as a spotter and 1 to operate the 
forklift. 

 

Headers are stacked one on top of the other inside shipping container. 
 

A suitable area should be chosen to unload the container, with plenty of room around 
all sides of the shipping container and room to move and work on the headers.  
 

When the container doors are first opened both machines should be visually inspected 
and Shelbourne Reynolds should be informed of any damage or missing parts 
immediately.  Photographs should be taken of any damage. 

 

Headers are bolted through the shipping rollers and through the container floor on 
both ends of the header.  There are normally 4 bolts per roller. 

 

    
 

Check that there are no objects underneath the headers to stop the rollers from rolling. 
 

Check both sides of the headers for enough clearance against shipping container side 
walls. 
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The headers may have to be pulled closer to the shipping container rear doors, attach 
a drag chain to the loop welded to the shipping roller and attach the other end of the 
drag chain to a suitable place on the forklift.  Headers should never be pulled closer 
than 18” from rear doors. 
 

 
 

Once the headers are close enough to the shipping container rear doors one end of the 
headers can be lifted up, blocks of wood should be put on the forklift tines to ensure 
that the mast of the forklift cannot hit the end shield of the machines. 

 

  
 

Caution should be taken when lifting the headers.  The headers should only be 
lifted high enough to get the shipping roller off the floor of the shipping 

container. 
 

The headers should then be pulled straight back out of the container, the spotter 
should check both sides of the headers for clearance against the shipping container 
walls.  A jack can be put against the shipping roller and against the container wall 
should the headers be crooked. 
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When the front roller is approximately 18” from the rear shipping container doors, the 
headers can be set down. 
 

 
 

Caution should be taken when setting the headers down to ensure that the 
forklift tines are level before backing forklift away from headers, and that the 
forklift mast does not hit the end shield of the top machine. 
 

 
 

The front (side still in container) side of the headers can then be lifted, the headers 
should be picked up from the rear beside the rear gearbox and the forklift should be 
positioned as close to the shipping container as possible, blocks of wood may need to 
be placed on the forklift tines to level the headers. 
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The headers can then be lifted just enough for the shipping roller to clear the shipping 
container floor. 

 

The driver of the shipping container can then be told to drive straight forward until 
the shipping container clears the headers. 
 

 
 

The headers can then be slowly lowered to the ground. 
 

The holes in the shipping container need to be filled with wood dowels and the 
shipping container needs to be swept out. 
 

 
 

Both machines should be visually inspected and Shelbourne Reynolds should be 
informed of any damage or missing parts immediately.  Photographs should be taken 
of any damage. 

 

Headers should never be moved stacked up. 
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Un-stacking Headers 
 

Caution should be taken when un-stacking headers, never get under the headers 
without stands in place, make sure forklift is in a good condition and is capable of 

lifting headers. 
 

2 people should un-stack headers, 1 as a spotter and 1 to operate the forklift. 
 

Drive forklift tines into lifting pockets on the top head, caution should be taken to 
make sure that the forklift tines do not hit into the lower header. 

 

  
 

There are 2 brackets on the LH side of the headers and 2 brackets on the RH side of 
the headers that need to be unbolted. 
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Once the top header is clear of the bottom header the header stand plates can be fitted. 
 

 
 

Stands should be placed under the header while working with it in the air.  
 

 
 

  
 

Make sure stand plates are bolted securely in place. 
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The bottom header can then be lifted onto the stands so the shipping rollers can be 
removed. 

 

  
  

The header stand brackets should be fitted as on the top header. 
 

Both machines should be visually inspected and Shelbourne Reynolds should be 
informed of any damage or missing parts immediately.  Photographs should be taken of 
any damage. 
 

Rollers, Stacking brackets and all hardware should be kept for possible collection by 
Shelbourne Reynolds. 
 

Refer to PDI/Set Up book for the rest of header set up. 


